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DESPITE SIZE, SALSA LOCA SAC STATE SAYS 
WALK-ON PREPARES FOR PAGE 7 
PUSHES TO ITS BIGGEST 
MAKE TEAM EVENT OF THE 
PAGE 13 YEAR 
PAGE 14 








‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA ‘< NEWS IN BRIEF 


OUT OF DARKNESS: Sacramento State 
will be hosting its 7th annual Out of the 


Moleski covered a faculty and student demon- Darktiess Walia n ers day, April 12 to 
stration at the State Capitol on April 5 pro- 


Our reporters Will Coburn and Vincent 


focus on suicide prevention and aware- 
ness. Jody Nelsen, the wife of President 
Robert Nelsen, will speak at the event as 
part of the opening ceremony at 5:30 p.m 
in front of ‘The WELL. Jody will be walk- 


ing in memory of her son, Seth, who took 





testing the potential tuition increase coming in 
the fall 2018 semester. For more videos go to 
Youtube.com/State Hornet 





Our reporter Oscar Rzodkiewicz tweeted live his life at the age of 25 in 2001. Last year, 

from the Super Smash Bros. tournament in 950 people participated in the two-mile 

the Valley Suite of the University Union. Fol- walk to the Residence Halls and back. 

low @TheStateHornet for more live updates The event will begin at 4 p.m. in front of 

of news and events on campus. the WELL with community vendors and 
therapy dogs. 


‘The 8th annual Chinese Culture night was 

held on April 8 in the University Union. Our 

staffer Eric Jaramishian reported the event with 

videos of the festivities. Catch the action on our 

Instagram page and follow @StateHornet for 

photos and videos of life at Sac State. To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 
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The University Union renovation project is now projected to be completed in the middle of December, months behind the original projection of the start of the fall 2018 semester. 


UNION OPENING PUSHED TO WINTER 


Main campus building joins Parking Structure V in delayed construction issues 


Thomas Frey 
@TFreyRP 





While the Science II construc- 
tion project is still on track to open 
on time for the fall 2019 semester, 
the University Union renovation 
project now joins Parking Struc- 
ture V among Sacramento State 
construction projects that won’t 


rhe le et mas 


ee -_-- 


be finished until at least a semes- 
ter after initial projections. 

Todd McComb, a_ project 
manager in Facilities Manage- 
ment, said the University Union 
renovation expansion project will 
now be completed in the middle 
of December after it was origi- 
nally expected to be completed 
in August, before the fall 2018 se- 
mester begins. 


‘The project was announced at 
the beginning of the fall 2016 se- 
mester and the construction start- 
ed in the spring 2017 semester. 

In January 2018, ‘Tania Nunez, 
another project manager in Facil- 
ities Management, said that she 
knew the Union was delayed, but 
that she thought the project would 
be ready in October or November 
of the fall 2018 semester. 


McComb said that the delay is 
due to inclement weather, but he 
doesn’t see the project going fur- 
ther than December. 

“The contractor is seeking fire 
marshal approval for occupancy 
around mid-December of 2018, 
which will allow the Union to 
open to the public,’ McComb 
said. 

The walkway that lies in-be- 


tween the Science II construction 
site and the University Union on 
Jed Smith Drive has been closed 
since the fall 2017 semester began 
and it might be reopened before 
the construction to the union is 
complete. 

Right now, that walkway is 
closed because of the dangers it 
poses with construction workers 
walking and moving supplies back 
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“| would like seniors to be able to park 
at least once or twice in the new 
garage before they graduate.” 


- Tania Nunez 
Facihtves Management 





and forth between construction 
sites according to Nunez. 

“The walkway has the poten- 
tial of re-opening around Novem- 
ber of 2018 if the construction 
activity winds down as planned,” 
McComb said. 

The building that will become 
the Science IT building and will be 
known as [he Ernest E. Tschan- 
nen Science Complex has started 
to take shape and is expected to 
be completed in time for the fall 
of 2019 semester, according to 
Nunez. 

“We will start to see steel go up 
in about a month,” Nunez said. 

The complex being built by 
Sundt Construction began con- 
struction in September 2017 and 
is projected to take a little less 
than two years to complete and 
be ready for use. 

Getting the steel up is the first 
step to insure that the roof can go 
up before winter when the chanc- 
es of rain are higher. Nunez said 
that as long as the roof goes up 
before winter, she thinks the proj- 
ect will be completed on time. 

Unlike Parking Structure V, 
Nunez said that rain won’t really 
affect the time it takes to finish the 
structure because a lot of the con- 
struction can be done indoors un- 
derneath the roof if it is raining. 

Delays could happen if the 
roof isn’t on before winter, but 
Nunez said she is confident the 
roof will be on before then. 

Nunez said that if the roof is 
on, the rain would only affect mi- 
nor site work. 

Parking Structure V will con- 
tinue construction as usual, ac- 
cording to Nunez, even with the 
contract having expired on April 
5 between Sacramento State and 
contractor Clark Pacific and no 
new contract in place. 

Even though it could take a 
couple of weeks to renegotiate the 
contract, construction will con- 
tinue, according to Nunez. Each 
extra day could cost the school 


$5,500. 

Nunez said the negotiations 
will start once Clark Pacific sub- 
mits paperwork showing why the 
project —— which was supposed 
to open at the beginning of this 
spring semester — took so long. 

Nunez said that weather and 
unforeseen events that could 
include having to move under- 
ground pipes or interfering with 
natural surroundings, could be 
reasons the delay occurred. 

Construction on the project 
began in the beginning of the fall 
2017 semester and it was project- 
ed to be opened just one semes- 
ter later due to the the readiness 
of the structure. Clark Pacific 
already had 1,274 precast com- 
ponents in Woodland that would 
decrease manpower. 

On Sept. 20, Pre-Construction 
Manager at Clark Pacific Erik 
Winje told The State Hornet that 
deadlines were being followed 
carefully to ensure the structure 
opened on time for the spring 
2018 semester. 

Since, it has just been a string 
of delays. It was announced be- 
fore the semester began by Nunez 
that the structure would not open 
on time and would be delayed un- 
til March. 

On Feb. 19, Tony Lucas, the 
senior director of University 
‘Transportation and Parking Ser- 
vices, said that he expected the 
structure to be ready March 26, 
the day after spring break. 

Days before students were set 
to return from spring break, Sac 
State stated in a Facebook post 
that the earliest the structure will 
be completed is May 8. 

The last day of instruction in 
the spring semester is May 11 be- 
fore finals week starts on May 14 
and concludes on May 18. 

“IT would like seniors to be able 
to park at least once or twice in 
the new garage before they grad- 
uate,” Nunez said. 


USE RY 
UTE Tati 


THE CAMPUS IS CURRENTLY 
UNDERGOING THREE MAJOR 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. 
WHERE DO THEY STAND? 


The project was originally expected to 
be completed in August 2018, in time 
for the start of the fall semester. The 
renovation is now set to finish in the 
middle of December 2018. 
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The construction of Science Il, which 
will be known as the Ernest E. Tschan- 
nen Science Complex, is on track, 
according to facilities management. It 
is expected to be open by fall 2019. 


Parking Structure V was projected to 
open at the beginning of the spring 
2018 semester. The structure is now 
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TWO CANDIDATES FOR TWO POSITIONS 


MORA AND DAL PORTO RUN UNOPPOSED FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 


Eric Jaramishian 
@EJaramishian 


As elections for Sacramento 
State Associated Students, Inc. begin 
Wednesday, Noel Mora is running 
for president and Rachael Dal Porto 
is running for vice president on the 
same ticket unopposed. 

Mora is a senior majoring in polit- 
ical science and Dal Porto 1s a junior 
double majoring in chemistry and 
civil engineering; 

Both Mora and Dal Porto have an 
extensive history in leadership roles, 
and say they have plans to take their 
skills to the next level. 

“I hope that if we do get elect- 
ed, seeing someone from their ma- 
jor like NSM (natural sciences and 
mathematics) or ECS (engineering 
and computer science) in this posi- 
tion might open doors for a lot more 
people to consider positions of lead- 
ership, such as this one, that they may 
not have thought of before,” Dal 
Porto said. “This is really mportant, 
and a lot of people can benefit from 
holding a position like this and bring 
their own insight.” 

Mora currently serves as the vice 
president for academic affairs and 
he previously took on various leader- 
ship roles for the General Education 
Honors Program student committee, 
where he first served as communi- 
cations chair and then as an alumni 
coordinator. 

Off campus, Mora is a part of 
the Alliance for Education Solutions, 
a non-profit organization “commit- 
ted to improving the life chances of 
vulnerable youth,” according to its 
website. 

Mora’s previous experience in- 
cludes his tme as president of the 
debate team, which he founded, at 
Natomas Charter School. At the 
time, he said he decided he wanted to 
pursue civic engagement. 

Along with debate, he also be- 
came a Sacramento youth commis- 
sioner in his junior and senior years. 
In that position, he said he tackled the 





ERIC JARAMISHIAN - The State Hornet 


Rachael Dal Porto, left, and Noel Mora are the candidates for ASI vice president and president, respectively. Dal Porto is a junior double majoring in 
chemistry and civil engineering, and Mora is a senior majoring in political science. 


issue of cyberbullying. 

Dal Porto’s leadership also began 
in high school when she served as 
captain of the volleyball team for all 
four years at Lmcoln High School in 
Lincoln. 

Once she got to college, she served 
as a social events coordinator for the 
Educational Honors Program during 
her sophomore year. 

Dal Porto currently serves as an 
assistant to Mora in his capacity as 
vice president of academic affairs, 
and sits on the Student Fee Advisory 
Committee and the Sustainability 
Committee. 

Off campus, Dal Porto currently 
serves as publicity coordinator for 
the American Society for Civil En- 
gineers, where she makes flyers and 
newsletters, and lets students know 
when meetings and events are going 
on to keep them informed. 


Both candidates on the ticket say 
they are ready to take on the roles 
they are campaigning for. Mora said 
his experience as an executive board 
member has helped him get a foot in 
the door for ASI president. 

“There is a learning curve, and 
that is not to say that people going 
into these positions, especially the po- 
sition of ASI president, are required 
or have to have reached this learning 
curve, but it does definitely help to 
be able to hit the ground running,” 
Mora said. “It helps to be able to 
know who to go to, what structures 
are in place to be able to navigate 
those, and then advancing the issues 
that we want to tackle and to improve 
the quality of life on campus.” 

Dal Porto said her experience 
with all her roles and involvement 
have benefited her tme management 
and prioritization skills. 


“T think that’s real important for 
vice president to be able to tackle a 
lot of things and multitask, but keep 
people accountable,” Dal Porto said. 

Mora and Dal Porto’s campaign 
emphasizes the issue of student in- 
volvement in ASI affairs. 

Both claim they want to increase 
student involvement. 

When asked if they had any plans 
to accomplish this, they talked about 
an idea they presented to the student 
clubs on campus to form a Student 
Senate, one that parallels the Faculty 
Senate. 

Mora and Dal Porto said the goal 
for this initiative is to have students 
across all the colleges on campus 
come together, have input on the de- 
cision-making processes at the Uni- 
versity, and have a proper voice. 

Mora said that students on the 
Faculty Senate do not have a vote. 


“That is something we have been 
working to change,” Mora said. “We 
have put in legislation to change that, 
but it has been stalled at every step of 
the process.” 

The legislation called to review 
the Faculty Senate’s voting structure. 
Mora said it is currently in the works. 

Dal Porto said that they will go 
to every club at least once and go to 
different classrooms to give a brief 
overview of ASI does and what it has 
to offer. 

“T think that they are both run- 
ning for a presidental ticket together 
to support one another fits naturally 
toward what they are currently do- 
ing, working as a team in their cur- 
rent roles,” said current ASI Presi- 
dent Mia Kagianas. “I am interested 
to see, if they do get elected, what 
kind of approach they bring to this 
leadership.” 
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SAC 
STATE 
SAYS 


The Associated Students, Inc. elections are taking place Wednes- 








(€ Dig you know that ASI elections 
were coming up and have you 
voted in ASI elections in the past? » 









Seo” 





Nick Minges and 
Jordyn Dollarhide 


@nickminges 


@jordydollarhide 


#SacStateSays 


day and Thursday on campus. We wondered how many students 
know about the elections and if they have voted in the past. Tell 
us if you knew about elections or if you plan to vote by using the 


hashtag #SacStateSays on social media. 





“I've heard something 


“Yeah, I've seen the signs 


“| know they're com- 


around campus. Every 
year | vote. | like to see 
students have a voice 
and | like to see the good 
decisions that are made.” 


- Roneel Chaudhary 


Communication studies 


“My boyfriend did vote 
and he has a green 
sticker that says ‘| 

voted’ on his laptop. 

That's how | know it 

happens but | don’t 
know when or where.” 


- Sofia Wicker 
Nutrition 


ing up, but I’m not sure 


where or who's running. 


| don’t vote because 
| don’t really know 
who I’m voting for.” 


- Susana Rojo 
Biology 


“I've seen the flyers 
around campus, but I’ve 
actually never voted. | 
feel like if | knew a little 
bit more about it | would 
probably vote, but it’s 
a lack of knowledge on 
my part. It’s important 
to make a difference 
for the students and 
for future students.” 

- Victor Lucatero 
Criminial justice 


about it, but | didn’t 
know it was this week. 
This is my second se- 
mester here. I’m a 
transfer student, so 
I'm not too aware of 
what's going on.” 


- Christian Rodriguez 
Family studves 
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NEW HURDLE FOR TRANS GRADS NAMES 


Trans graduates need to submit name change request to administration for ceremonies 


John Ferrannini 
Qyferrnews 





In a move that concerns some 
LGBTQ members of the Sacra- 
mento State campus community, 
students who want their chosen 
name read by a professional reader 
— instead of their legal name — at 
the May commencement ceremo- 
nies will have to send the name they 
would like used to the president’s 
office via email by April 25. 

‘The reason why names have to 
be changed in advance is because 
the University is using a program 
called Marching Order, a third-par- 
ty service for commencement cere- 
monies, for the first time this year 
for name announcements. 

In a Feb. 20 email obtained by 
The State Hornet, Cely Smart, 
serves as President Robert 
Nelsen’s chief communications 
officer, explained that Marching 
Order “will be populated with the 
legal name that students have in 
our systems and students will not be 
able to change the name.” 

Smart asked that administrators 
“not publicly broadcast this.” 

“We recognize that there will 
be students for whom going by a 
preferred name is extremely im- 
portant,” Smart wrote in the email. 
“Changing 3,000 names because 
an ‘Elizabeth’ goes by the nick- 
name of ‘Liz’ is not really the in- 
tended audience.” 

Smart clarified in an April 9 
email to The State Hornet that 
students will be able to change 
their name to be announced at the 
ceremony — both spoken and on- 
screen — at the event, but that stu- 
dents who do so will have a faculty 
member read the name instead of 
the professional reader. 

Riley Wheeler, a transgender 
student who plans to graduate in 
May and is in the process of legal- 
ly changing their name, said they 
“had to do my own digging to find 


who 


out that was. arequirement’>for-the ~ vemazsent out; Wheelersaid.““No-> 
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Graduating seniors rise at the Spring 2017 commencement exercises held at Golden 1 Center in downtown Sacramento. Students who wish to have 
their chosen name read by the normal, professional reader at the ceremony have to inform Cely Smart, the president's chief communications officer, 


by April 25 via email. 


ceremony. 
“I was very concerned with what 
name would be read at the gradua- 
tion and I was dreading it because 
I thought my legal name had to be 
read, so I was trying to figure out 
a way to change it,” Wheeler said. 
Wheeler went through the pro- 
cess of having their legal name su- 
perseded by their chosen name — 
which included sending an email 
to Smart from their official school 
email address including their full 
legal name, full chosen name and 
student ID before the deadline. 
While Smart asked adminis- 
trators to reach out to transgender 
students individually and later said 
she sent an email to students who 
have “preferred name(s) in (the 
University’s) system,” Wheeler said 
they were not contacted by anyone 
about the procedure. 
“I wouldn’t mind having an 


body reached out to me.” 

After being asked by ‘The State 
Hornet if or how the Sac State 
Pride Center would alert students 
who may be affected about the 
name-change process, the center 
sent out an email Monday to all stu- 
dents who signed up to participate 
in the Lavender Graduation on 
May 7, which is a separate ceremo- 
ny held by the center for graduating 
LGBTQ students. 

As for LGBTQ students who 
did not sign up for Lavender Grad- 
uation, Director of the Centers for 
Diversity and Inclusion John John- 
son said “we don’t know who those 
would be. We don’t have a roster of 
LGBTQ students on campus.” 

Melanie Saeck, an adminis- 
trative support coordinator and a 
member of the LGBTQIA+ Staff 
and Faculty Group, said the restric- 
tions of Marching Order “pose a 


» problenz for a number-of students,” :: 


especially “students who might be 
members of culturally or ethnically 
marginalized groups, and in partic- 
ular students who are trans. 

“It’s much more than a pre- 
ferred name. It’s a person’s name; | 
guess you can say chosen name but 
it’s not a preference when the risk is 
a person’s dead name being outed 
or a person being outed.” 

Saeck said that while the idea 
of students being able to contact 
Smart in advance is good, it is con- 
cerning that the solution is not be- 
ing publicized. 

“There’s no official 
from the president’s office that 
is going out to the entire student 
body,” Saeck said. “They seem to 
have this fear people will put in silly 
names. ... Other people who have 
done studies on these areas have 
found that when there is a ‘pre- 
ferred name’ option, it isn’t inun- 


message 


dated-with:silly requests??:v 9<-1u) ser AvOw 


In an email to The State Hor- 
net, Smart said that “students need 
to reach out to the Commence- 
ment Office for accommodations 
for them and their guests, and we 
are asking that they do the same for 
name changes this year.” 

Smart said the school is “com- 
mitted the 
needs of students at graduation, 
and this includes making preferred 


to accommodating 


name changes. 

“Additionally, faculty, staff, and 
other students have been directing 
graduates to our office to update 
their names,” Smart said. “We are 
working with other offices on cam- 
pus to develop a better process for 
preferred names across the Univer- 
sity before next year’s ceremonies.” 

Additional reporting by Claire Morga- 
na nd Robby Sanchez 
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tern Network, you'll have an opportunity to work part time in California 
oyers such as Sutter Health, California Department of Transportation 









Take the right step towards you r future 
_ with the California Intern Network! 


Find us on 
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Students hired for positions through the California Intern Network are employees of University Enterprises, inc. (VED, not Sacramento State or the State of California. 
California Intern Network is a full-service program of University Enterprises, inc,, a 501(c)(3) non-profit, tax-exempt, auxiliary organization serving California State University.) isc) | 
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Hornets amp up as conference approaches 
Baseball team begins WAC competition winning fi 





Alex Daniels 
@DanielsAlex_ 





The Sacramento State base- 
ball team, which struggled to 
begin the season, began to show 
signs of improvement as Western 
Athletic Conference competition 
approached. 

The Hornets (16-14, 5-1 
WAC) — which are the defending 
WAC Champions from last sea- 
son — were 5-10 following a four- 
game series against Santa Clara 
University where they lost all but 
one contest on March 10. 

Since then, Sac State has won 
11 of its last 15 games including 
conference series wins over New 
Mexico State and Chicago State. 

Sac State coach Reggie Chris- 
tiansen said he thinks the team is 
heading in the right direction. 

“The series at New Mexico 
State was a good one,” Christian- 
sen said. “It’s a hard place to win, 
and they’re a really good team. I 
felt like we pitched well, and we 
didn’t make any errors.” 

The Hornets — which cur- 
rently have a team batting aver- 
age of .248 as of press ttme — 
have seen a recent spike in their 
offensive production including 10 
runs scored against Saint Mary’s 
College on April 2. 

“Early on in the season, we 
played a (difficult) schedule,” 
Christiansen said. “When you 
play the competition we have 
played in non-conference play, 
you're not going to have as good 
of numbers because we do play 
such a (difficult) schedule. But 
over the last couple of weeks, we 
have made a lot of progress.” 

Stunting this offensive prog- 
ress were injury issues with senior 
outfielder Ian Dawkins, who was 
selected to the all-WAC preseason 
team on Feb. 7, at the beginning 
of the season. 

Dawkins was batting .158 en- 
termg the series against Santa 
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ve out of six 


Sacramento State freshman infielder Steven Moretto, far left, celebrates with his teammates following the first home run of his career against the 


University of Washington at John Smith Field on Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018. The Hornets defeated the Huskies 6-0. 


Clara University in early March. 
However, he has pushed his bat- 
ting average up to .310 as of press 
time. 

“You always got to trust your- 
self and have confidence going 
into every at-bat,” Dawkins said. 
“It was definitely rough to start 
out, but I stuck with it and things 
are looking brighter now. 

“I feel like it was more of a 
mindset for me. I know for a fact, 
physically, I can do what I can do, 
but I feel like my mindset going 
into games has changed a lot.” 

One consistent force in the Sac 
State lineup has been junior out- 
fielder James Outman, who is bat- 
ting .278, as he has led the team 
with six home runs this season. 

Outman — who was also se- 


lected to the all-WAC preseason 


team along with Dawkins and se- 
nior outfielder Vinny Esposito — 
has boosted his batting average 
up from .253 last season, which 
Outman said is due to getting 
more at-bats. 

“(Pve gotten) more experience 
and (I’m) getting more familiar 
with my swing,” Outman said. “I 
made some adjustments here and 
there with my swing, but the main 
thing is just the experience I have 
gotten over the course of the past 
year.” 

Outman, who also leads the 
team in stolen bases with 12, said 
the team definitely underachieved 
to begin the year. 

“A lot of (the struggles) had to 
do with guys getting the jitters out 
of the way and getting used to 
playing,” Outman said. “We have 


a lot of freshmen in the lineup, 
and I think once they were able 
to settle in, we were able to catch 
a groove.” 

The Hornets — which cur- 
rently have three freshmen in 
the starting lineup — have seen 
an emergence from freshman 
infielder Steven Moretto, who is 
currently is batting .284 with five 
home runs and a team-leading 27 
RBIs. 

Another young contributor 
remains sophomore pitcher Park- 
er Brahms. Brahms, who earned 
WAC Freshman of the Year last 
season, said he knew this year 
would be more challenging for 
him as opposing teams have had 
a full season to scout him. 


Brahms, who currently has a 
3-2 record with 54 strikeouts and 


a 1.84 ERA in 49 innings pitched, 
isn’t the only one pitching in 
though. The entire Sac State 
pitching staff, which currently has 
a combined ERA of 3.94 with 
216 strikeouts in 263 innings, has 
been the strength of the team, 
Christiansen said. 

“(Pitching coach Jake) Angier 
has done a really good job with 
the pitching staff,” Christiansen 
said. “(But it would certainly) be 
nice to have one more guy (in the 
rotation that) we could count on 
right now.” 

The Hornets will continue 
WAC play against Northern Col- 
orado University from Friday 
through Sunday at John Smith 
Field. 
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High-powered 
offense leads 








Sac State 


Softball team ranks 


among the best in 
hitting in the NCAA 


Alex Daniels 
@DanielsAlex_ 





The Sacramento State soft- 
ball team has built off its re- 
cord-breaking season last year 
with a high-powered offense in 
2018. 

The Hornets (20-11, 6-3 Big 
Sky Conference) are coming off a 
2017 campaign when they broke 
a program record for home runs 
in a single season with 45. De- 
spite only hitting 18 home runs 
this year, Sac State has hit .300 
as team, which ranks 37th in the 
nation. 

One of the main reasons the 
Hornets have been successful at 
hitting this season has been due to 
the play of sophomore outfielder 
Suzy Brookshire. 

Brookshire —- who broke the 
program record for home runs in 
a single season with 15 last year 
— is second on the team with a 
.402 batting average in addition 
to leading the team with 11 home 
runs and 40 RBIs. 

“From last year to this year, 
I have been more aware of my 
opportunities to have more pro- 
ductive at-bats,” Brookshire said. 
“Looking back from last year, I 
know I could’ve done better in a 
lot of situations. 

“Even. talking to my coaches 


and my parents, I knew there were 
times where I had an at-bat get 
away from me. This year, I have 
been really trying to take advan- 
tage of opportunities I have that I 
might have missed last year.” 

Brookshire, who had a _ 17- 
game hitting streak prior to going 
Q-for-2 against Portland State on 
Thursday, said it makes her hap- 
py to have a higher batting aver- 
age (.358) than last season. 

“It takes a little pressure off of 
me because I know walking into 
this year I felt like there was a 
lot on my shoulders,” Brookshire 
said. “Even if it was just unspo- 
ken, I just felt it. 

“I might’ve been putting the 
pressure on myself, but it is nice 
to know that I have more dimen- 
sions than it may seem to some 
people on the outside. I like know- 
ing I am a threat in a lot more cas- 
es than just one.” 


Senior second baseman 
Zamari Hinton and junior out- 
fielder Nene Alas have also 


helped lead the charge, in addi- 
tion to Brookshire, at the top of 
the lineup. 

Hinton, who has not striked 
out in 112 at-bats this season, has 
a team-leading batting average of 
.411 with 13 RBIs in addition to 
having a 19-game hitting streak, 
which is two games away from ty- 
ing the Division I program record 
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The Sacramento State softball team celebrates as sophomore outfielder Suzy Brookshire, middle, approaches 
home plate after hitting her second home run of the game against Santa Clara University at Shea Stadium on 
Saturday, March 17, 2018. The Hornets defeated Santa Clara University 7-1. 


for Sac State. 

Alas, who had a batting aver- 
age of .207 last year, has a batting 
average of .352 with seven RBIs. 
‘This batting average increase has 
come as no shock to Sac State 
coach Lori Perez. 

“We felt as a staff that this was 
going to be the year that Nene 
would take off,” Perez said. “We 
made some systematic changes 
to what she does at the plate just 
to sumplify things a bit and made 
some mechanical changes that 
have really helped her.” 

Perez said the mix of having 
more experience and _ assistant 
coaches Vicky Rios, Danielle Ka- 
minaka and Jim Wetzel have al- 
lowed the Hornets production to 
take off in the batter’s box. 

“The three of them have done 
a great job working with the 
team, preparation wise, for every 
scenario they might face,” Perez 
said. “Breaking down (the play- 
ers’) swings and making sure that 
they are efficient, balanced and 
powerful. 


“So when we hit a ground ball, 
it is hit hard and not just an easy 
out. What we do in the box, we 
want to have command of what 
we are doing and ultimately drive 
the ball hard and make the (op- 
posing) defense make plays.” 

In addition to the offense, 
the Sac State pitchers — which 
have combined for a 3.19 ERA 
in 210.1 innings pitched with 
168 strikeouts — have held their 
own throughout the season. Se- 
nior pitcher Celina Matthias, who 
continues to redeem herself fol- 
lowing last year’s struggles, said 
she thinks her and the staff are 
doing well despite only having 
three pitchers. 

“We’re used to having four or 
five so everyone gets enough time 
for rest, but I think we have been 
really nailing it down with just 
the three of us,” Matthias said. “I 
think it is really good also that we 
have connected, not just on the 
field but off the field (and) I have 
a lot of respect for what (sopho- 
more pitcher) Danielle. (Sperry) 


and (junior pitcher) Savanna 
(Corr) do on the field.” 

Matthias, who has a 2.10 ERA 
in 120 innings pitched with 120 
strikeouts this season, has been 
the anchor for the pitching staff 
and Perez said she has been proud 
of the three pitchers’ performanc- 
es thus far. 

“We’re a staff that has had to 
grind it out all year,” Perez said. 
“We have had to rely on our de- 
fense in key moments. To me, it 
doesn’t all fall on them; we have 
to set a tone. 

“We’re going to take it as 
it goes and continue to throw 
punches (and) all I can ask is that 
(the pitching staff) come out, work 
and be hungry, and they have 
been doing that.” 

Sac State will continue Big Sky 
play against Idaho State — which 
has eliminated the Hornets in the 
Big Sky Tournament in back-to- 
back seasons — on Friday and 
Saturday at Miller Ranch Stadi- 
um in Pocatello, Idaho. 
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April 3, 2018. The Hornets will compete in their annual spring game on Friday 





Football team looks to build off last season’s success 


Shaun Holkko 
@HOLKK023 





The Sacramento State football 
team has spent multiple days in 
the months of March and April 
preparing for the annual spring 
game and its upcoming fall season. 

The Hornets are looking to 
build off of last year’s 7-4 (6-2 Big 
Sky Conference) record, which 
included five wins in their last 
six games and a Causeway Cup 
victory. 

The spring game is an inter- 
squad scrimmage that will serve 
as the first live game action for the 
team going into the fall season. 

Sac State coach Jody Sears 
said he sees the spring as a great 
time to iron out little mistakes that 
could potentially plague the team 
during the year. 


LETT CT SETA = 


negatives, like our inconsistency 
with mental errors on both sides 
of the ball,” Sears said. “You can’t 
have that (if you want) to win a 
championship.” 

Sears referenced penalties as 
one the major issues for the team, 
so far, this spring. However, he said 
a major positive is the amount of 
returning players to the team for 
next season. 

“Our numbers are really good 
right now; we have a lot of the 
kids back from last fall,” Sears 
said. “We are getting a lot more 
reps in this spring than we have in 
the past.” 

The Hornets have a large 
group of incoming seniors going 
into next season, which will be 
led by current juniors Dre Terrell 
(cornerback) and Kevin Thomson 
(quarterback). | 

“You can tell the maturity we 
have out here now,” Terrell said. 


“We're an old@ftéam:; I believe we* 


have 26-30 (incoming) seniors and 
it showcases out here. 

“Spring is all about just get- 
ting back to the basics, getting 
right, with your techniques and 
fundamentals.” 

Sac State’s defense allowed 
407.6 yards and 29.7 points per 
game last season to opposing of- 
fenses. Running backs also rushed 
for an average of 154.3 yards 
per game while opposing quar- 
terbacks threw for 253.4 yards 
against the Hornets. 

However, the offense coun- 
tered this by scoring an average of 
37.6 points while averaging 441.8 
total yards per game last year. 
Thomson threw the ball for 228.5 
yards per game, while the running 
backs had a breakout year rushing 
for 225.8 yards per game. 

“We made a big step, last year, 
running the football but that’s 
a key,” Sears said. “At the same 
time, on the défensive side of the 


ball, we need to get better at stop- 
ping the run.” 

Sears also said that the team is 
focused on playing a full 60 min- 
utes, which was a problem that 
hurt the Hornets last season. 

“As a team, we all need to learn 
to finish strong,” Sears said. “Not 


just three quarters, but the whole 


thing. ‘That has been the emphasis 
all winter and spring.” 

Last year, Sac State almost lost 
a huge lead to rival UC Davis 
during the Causeway Classic. The 
Hornets led 52-21 in the third 
quarter but only came out with a 
five-point victory (52-47). 

“Stop the run, create turn- 
overs; we're practicing that every 
day,” ‘Terrell said. “We did pretty 
well in the turnover margin last 
year, but there is always room 
for improvement. That will give 
our explosive offense a better op- 
portunity to put points up on the 
(scoreboard).” 


Although Thomson missed 
three games last season due to 
an undisclosed injury, he was still 
able to help improve Sac State’s 
offense. The Hornets averaged 
373.4 points per game in 2016 
which is about 70 yards less than 
they averaged in 2017. 

“I’m always working on tech- 
nique a lot in the offseason,” 
Thomson said. “Being a student 
of the game is something you 
can always get better at. Watch 
more film, master the offense, 
and if you can do that then you’ll 
be good regardless of what your 
physical attributes are.” 

Thomson said he looks for- 
ward to playing against Terrell 
and the rest of the defense in the 
spring game on Friday at 6 p.m. at 
Hornet Stadium. 

“The defense likes to talk a lot, 
so it'll be fun to finally get in a real 
game situation against them to see 
how we do,” Thomson said. 
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Despite size, walk-on pushes to make team 


After failing to make the cut last year, Evans aims to earn cornerback spot 


Eric Jaramishian 
@Ejaramishian 





When Sacramento State soph- 
Daniel 


campus, he had two goals in mind 


omore Evans came to 
to be a good student and to be 
an even better football player. 

Stunting his growth in the lat- 
ter is Evans’ small frame, which is 
9-foot-7 and 145 pounds. 

However, these disadvantages 
didn’t stop Evans from participat- 
ing in Sac State’s annual walk-on 
tryouts and earning the opportu- 
nity to practice with the football 
team during spring ball on March 
6. 

Evans, 19, is from Inglewood 
and it’s there where he recalls 
growing up in a rough neighbor- 
hood with rampant gang activity 
all around him. 

“My parents always kept me 
on the right track,” Evans said. 
“They always made me, my 
brother and my sister realize that 
school is always first before any 
sport.” 

Despite these teachings, Evans 
said he wasn’t the best student, 
with an estimated GPA of 2.8 in 
high school. 

“T just had trouble really apply- 
ing myself,” Evans said. “I feel like 
I am applying myself a whole lot 
better here (at Sac State), higher 
education and all that.” 

On the field, Evans started 
playing football when he was just 
4 years old. From there he went 
on to play youth football through- 
out his childhood. 

Evans eventually attended 
Dorsey High School in Los Ange- 
les — which required him to take 
an hour bus ride to campus from 
his house every day — where he 
started off as a running back in his 


freshman year. 

By the time he made the varsity 
team as a junior, Evans made the 
switch to cornerback. However, 
he never started and didn’t even 
get to play many games during his 
senior year. 

“My coach told the team that 
if I was a little bit bigger and a 
little bit faster, I would be a top re- 


cruit because he said nobody lis- 


tens like me or works harder than 


me, and I never missed practice,” 


Evans said. 

A couple of years later, Evans 
participated in his first walk-on 
tryout for the Sac State football 
team and he didn’t make the cut. 
But he responded to this disap- 
pointment by using the money he 
had earned during his summer job 
at the Zimmer Children Museum 
to buy equipment to improve his 
skills as an athlete. 

“I got myself in better shape, 
and the effort was a lot better at 
this tryout (on March 6),” Evans 
said. “Just giving it my all as if it 
was my last chance at the tryouts.” 

The effort clearly made a dif- 


ference for Evans after the Sac fF 
State coaching staff offered him  ‘ 
an opportunity to compete as a : me 
cornerback during spring practic- : 


es from March 6 to Friday. 


“He is a really good learner, — 
and he has a really big heart for _. 
the game,” said Sac State coach 2 
Jody Sears. “T feel like he’s donea_ oa 
really nice job fitting in and buy- 





More than anything, Evans 
said he wants to show the coaches 
that he can play with his bigger 
and faster teammates. 

“As a walk-on, of course, you 
are going to be the underdog,” 
Evans said. “The guys that got re- 
cruited, they’re the guys with the 
talent, but I feel like I have talent 
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ing into the teams standards and _ th 


expectations.” 
This month-long 
which features 14 practices and 


one spring game, will determine 
if he officially makes the team as_ 


a walk-on. 2 
“Now I have to remember all 
of my plays, maximize my oppe 
tunities and better myself as 
athlete,” Evans said. 


Zee 








stretch, 












‘OL OL Hew ae 












{eos for DOCO 


Downtown Sacramento was resurrected when the Golden 1 Center was built. The new arena lies right in the center of the city’s newest development, 
the Downtown Commons. Otherwise known as DOCO, the Downtown Commons is still under construction but already has a lot to offer. From dining to 
entertainment, DOCO is the new place to go in downtown Sacramento. Check out our list of some of the best things to do. 

By Shaun Holkko // @ HOLKK023 


Of. ROLL WITH THE PUNCHES 


If you like food and bowling, this place is for you. Located right outside the doors of the Golden 1 
Center, Punch Bowl Social combines good food and mixed drinks with games like bowling, darts, 
foosball, and much more — even karaoke. Punch Bowl Social is open seven days a week, starting 
at 11 a.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. on weekends. Punch Bowl closes at 2 a.m. every day except 
Sundays, when it closes at midnight. 


02. WORK UPA SWEAT 


Looking to get a work out in before or after attending an event downtown? Try out the 24 Hour 
Fitness on 7th Street, just steps away from the Golden 1 Center. This isn’t just any gym; it’s one of 
only two Super Sport 24 Hour Fitness gyms in the Sacramento region. Amenities offered at this 
gym include a full sized basketball court, indoor lap pool, and volleyball. On top of that, you can 
look outside the windows and see a great view of the arena while you work out. 


03. GET SAUCED 


Located in the space formerly belonging to the Hard Rock Cafe, Sauced is DOCO’s new BBQ and 
Spirits restaurant. Sauced serves Southern-style food with a twist of modern flavor and design. 
Sauced serves every BBQ dish that you can think of, including ribs, wings, chicken and brisket. 
Open daily at 11 a.m., the restaurant is open until 10 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 1-a.m. Friday 
and Saturday, and 9 p.m. Sunday. 


04. CATCHAFLICK 


Located on 4th street, Century DOCO and XD is one of the newest movie theaters to Sacramen- 

to. Owned by Cinemark, the leading motion picture exhibitor, this theater is perfect for DOCO. It 
makes one half of any date night at the Downtown Commons. Take your significant other to one of 
many tasty restaurants around DOCO and cap it off with a great movie. The theater is open from 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. every day of the week. 


This restaurant is the newest addition to DOCO. The first location opened in 2013 in Las Vegas, 
where it won the Las Vegas restaurant of the year award two years later. This restaurant just opened 
its second location in downtown Sacramento, on April 2. Echo and Rig has a wide variety of cuisine 
available, even vegan options. Opening at 11 a.m. on weekdays, 9 a.m. on weekends and closing at 
11 p.m. daily. . 
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Salsa Loca prepares for its biggest event of the year 


The largest dance club on campus is getting ready for Thursday’s Salsa Loca Live’ 


Yajayra Gonzalez 
@Miss_yajayra 


Walking through the Universi- 
ty Union on a Wednesday night 
makes it almost inevitable you will 
be drawn in by the loud, upbeat, 
Latin music. People stop by and 
peek their head in to see what is 
going on. 

At the door, people immediate- 
ly encounter eager Salsa Loca of- 
ficers with big smiles on their fac- 
es greeting the regular members, 
and encouraging the shy newbies 
to come in and join them. 

Salsa Loca Treasurer Milagros 
Collins talked about opportunities 
available for becoming involved 
with Salsa Loca. 

On Thursday, she said, the 
club will be hosting its biggest 
event of the year, Salsa Loca Live. 

She explained that Salsa Loca 
Live is a community-wide event, 
and there will be a live band play- 
ing salsa music. 

Alumna Alexandria Ybarra 
explained why she’s looking for- 
ward to the event. 

“To listen to music live is a 
very different vibe then listening 
through the stereo system,” she 
said. “I am pretty excited.” 

This free event will take place 
‘Thursday from 6 to 11 p.m. in the 
University Union Ballroom. 

Miguel Angeles is a mechani- 
cal engineering major and he is a 
regular member of the Salsa Loca 
club. 

“Salsa Loca is just a Latin so- 
cial dancing club,” he said. “We 
just dance and have fun here.” 

Angeles said he likes to come 
to Salsa Loca to dance, de-stress 
and make new friends. 

Angeles encourages people to 
come to Salsa Loca. 

“You don’t have to be a Latin 
American,” he said. “There are 
a lot of races and variety in this 
club. It’s amazing. It’s really wel- 
coming; it’s like home. Everyone 





YAJAYRA GONZALEZ - The State Hornet 


Students line up behind the dance instructor and mimic the steps that they are being taught at Salsa Loca on April 4. Salsa Loca is the biggest dance 
club on campus and is hosting its biggest annual event, Salsa Loca Live, this Thursday night at 6 p.m. in the University Union Ballroom. 


is Just very kind.” 

Salsa Loca is the largest dance 
club on campus. This club holds 
its weekly meetings Wednesday 
nights in the Union, though the 
specific room varies. The doors 
open at 7 p.m., the dance lesson 
starts at 7:30 p.m., then social 
dancing begins at 8:30 p.m. and 
goes until 10 p.m. 

The dance lesson varies from 
week to week, depending on what 
the instructors decide to teach. 

Salsa, bachata and cumbia are 
all Latin dances taught at Salsa 
Loca. ‘The music that is played at 
Salsa Loca is typically lively, fun, 





“You just can’t help but feel posi- 
tive and have a good time.” 


Paola Beyer 
New member of Salsa Loca 





loud — and contagious. 

Once the lesson begins, the 
dance instructors introduce them- 
selves and explain in detail what 
they plan to teach that night. 

Then they organize the crowd 
into lines, and begin to break 
down the steps slowly. (°' 


After all the steps are ex- 
plained, the instructors direct the 
students to form a large circle and 
begin partner work. 

Everyone grabs a partner, and 
people who. didn’t bring one are 


assigned a temporary partner. 
manele seer lib CHEST Be 


‘time, 


people in the crowd to stay for the 
social dance and put what they 
learned into practice. 

Paola Beyer is an art history 
major who recently started com- 
ing to Salsa Loca. 

“I meet a bunch of different 
people,” she said. “It’s not like 
you are assigned a partner. You 
switch every couple minutes, and 
it’s just a lot of fun.” 

Beyer. said she likes coming 
to Salsa Loca because there is 
good energy: “You just can’t help 
but feel positive and have a good 
” she e€ lained. a have a 
good time every 
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NICOLE FOWLER - The State Hornet 


Students who wish to have their chosen name read by the normal, professional reader at the May graduation ceremonies have to inform Cely Smart, the president's chief communications 
officer, of their chosen name by April 25 via email. That the school did not want this widely publicized has concerned some LGBTQ members of the campus community. 


STUDENTS HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW NAMING PROTOCOL 


SAC STATE SHOULDN'T RISK LETTING A STUDENT BE INCORRECTLY NAMED AT COMMENCEMENT 


Graduating students have a lot 
on their plates — passing their 
final round of classes, managing 
their allotted tickets between fam- 
ily and friends, planning gradu- 
ation photos and a celebratory 
dinner, and buying all the appro- 
priate robes, cords and stoles, to 
name a few. 

But one thing is being added 
to the list this year in particular: 
making sure the name called and 
displayed on-screen when receiv- 
ing your mock diploma isn’t one 
that you don’t use anymore. 

For graduating students at 
Sacramento State who are trans- 
gender, this is a real possibility. 

This is because Sac State is 
using a third-party service called 
Marching Order for the read- 
ing and projection of graduates’ 
names at the ceremonies. March- 
ing Order will be populated with 
the student’s legal name from the 
Registrar’s Office. 

The school has offered several 


workarounds for trans students. 
Students who wish to request their 
name be changed in the system 
must send an email to President 
Robert Nelsen’s chief communi- 
cations officer, Cely Smart, from 
their official school email address 
including their full legal name, 
full chosen name and student ID 
before an April 25 deadline. 

Students who miss this dead- 
line could have their chosen 
names written on a card the day 
of the ceremony and read, but 
not by the same voice as the de- 
fault names read — an omission 
which runs the significant risk of 
outing trans students. 

But what is most concerning is 
that in an email to administrators, 
Smart requested that they “not 
publicly broadcast” the procedure 
for changing the names within 
Marching Order. 

“Changing 3,000 names be- 
cause an ‘Elizabeth’ goes by the 
nickname of ‘Liz’ is not really the 


intended audience,” Smart wrote. 

Perhaps it would help to re- 
mind Smart — and whoever else 
might agree with her — that the 
3,000 names being called at grad- 
uation all paid for that ceremony, 
as well as for multiple years of tu- 
ition at Sac State. 

‘Therefore, the school should 
bend over backward to make 
sure they are called by the correct 
name on what might be the most 
important day of their education- 
al lives. 

If that means more work for 
the Commencement Office, or 


the need for a more flexible plat- 


form than Marching Order, so be 
it. Accommodate the people who 
make Sac State what it is — the 
students. 

Isn’t that a better option than 
potentially hurting an already 
marginalized population? 

We would be remiss to not 
emphasize the importance of us- 
ing a transgender student’s cor- 


rect name. Trans visibility and 
acceptance is on the rise among 
college-aged Americans, but for 
the millions of U.S. citizens who 
are trans, the path to college and 
adulthood is pathed with emo- 
tional and mental turmoil. 

‘Transgender people are more 
likely to be bullied as children, as 
well as sexually harassed and as- 
saulted. ‘They are more likely to 
be misdiagnosed with mental ill- 
nesses as children too, often sim- 
ply because of the fact that they 
are not yet capable of express- 
ing the feelings they are having 
through the already difficult stag- 
es of adolescence and puberty. 

Having a chosen name is one 
factor that is proven to positively 
affect the mental health of trans- 
gender people. A recent study 
showed that as use of one’s cho- 
sen name increases, rates of de- 
pression and suicidal thoughts 
decrease. 

For the unfamiliar, “dead-nam- 


ing” is the use of the name a trans 
person used prior to their transi- 
tion. Using someone’s dead-name 
is commonly seen as an attempt 
to invalidate a person’s gender 
identity and can cause signifi- 
cant distress to the person being 
dead-named. 

There has to be a better way 
than this. The best solution is for 
the University to publicly broad- 
cast to all graduates how they can 
be called by their true name at the 
ceremony, with no distinction be- 
tween them and their fellow grad- 
uates who are cisgender. 

With the knowledge of what 
transgender students go through 
as children and young adults, and 
how important a day like gradu- 
ation can be, it is worth every ef- 
fort to make sure that graduating 
trans students get called by their 
true name. 
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PEPSI’S A JOKE — 
GO WITH THE COKE 


Sacramento State shows the ultimate 
disrespect to its students with Pepsi loyalty 


Jordyn Dollarhide 
@jordydollarhide 





Coke is, truly, the queen of soft-drinks. 

Just to give you a bit of insight into my 
lifestyle, Pll begin with a short story. A few 
weeks ago, I drove a few blocks from my 
work on J Street to eat at the only restau- 
rant that’s worth my time: Subway. 

It has everything I want: my usual ham 
and cheese sandwich that’s pre-made for 
me as I walk through the door, a bag of 
my favorite chips and, more importantly, 
Diet Coke. 

But, on this particular day, my night- 
mares were realized. A hideous hand-writ- 
ten sign was taped on that beautiful grey- 
and-red logo that consumes my entire 
existence. 

They were out of Diet Coke. 

So, I drove almost five miles until I 
found a Subway with my glorious soda of 
choice. It wasn’t even a question for me. 
My loyalty knows no bounds. 

Imagine my disappointment when |] 
walked onto the Sacramento State campus 
for the first time and discovered its soda 
loyalty. 

Now, listen: I like to think ’'m a reason- 
able person. I pay my taxes and spend the 
last $4 in my bank account on Coors Light 
the night before midterms like any other 
student. 

But I only expect to drink the dark-col- 
ored swill that is called “Pepsi” when I 
drive to the middle-of-nowhere Oregon 
once a year to visit family. 

Of course they serve Pepsi there. The 
town only has 3,000 people and maybe 
$500 dollars between them. They don’t 
know any better. 

But, we are in Sacramento: the state 
capital. And here we are, drinking Pepsi 
like hick savages who pass out drunk on 
golf courses on Wednesday afternoons. 

Sometimes, I sit and wonder how on 
God’s green Earth Pepsi can even pass as 
soda. Half the time, when I’m forking out 


an hour of minimum wage pay for a bowl 
of chow mein and I’m absolutely desper- 
ate, the soda that shoots from that nozzle 
isn’t even soda at all. It’s the depths of the 
barrel, carbonated liquid with a hint of 
brown coloring for the purpose of looks 
alone. 

It’s knock-off Canada Dry pretending 
to be a top-shelf soft drink. It’s a bottle of 
pear-flavored Burnett’s vodka with a Grey 
Goose label slapped on top. It’s Sam Hunt 
trying to pass as a country artist. 

An absolute disgrace. 

Io make matters worse, the Subway 
right here on our campus has the audac- 
ity to turn its back on its thousands of 
franchise cousins to go along with this 
nightmare. 

Really, Sac State Subway? How can 
you betray us like this? You are supposed 
to be dedicated to the well-being of your 
customers. 

“Subway: Eat fresh,” remember? There 
is nothing “fresh” about “Pep-swill.” 
There’s nothing “fresh” about denying 
loyal, paying customers of their concrete 
satisfaction. What is “fresh” is helping to 
fuel my borderline addiction to Diet Coke 
along with undoubtedly thousands of oth- 
ers who feel the same. 

And don’t even get me started on Diet 
Pepsi. I don’t even classify it as a beverage. 
I’m thoroughly convinced someone in the 
Pepsi headquarters just decided one day to 
stick a cup in the sewer drains in front of 
their headquarters and slap a label on it. 

So, Sac State, I beg of you. Students 
have put up with a lot over the semesters. 
We already fork out our life savings just to 
attend this school. Give us something in 
return. 

Make it worth our while to practically 
hand over our weekly paychecks for cam- 
pus fast food. 

Give mama the goods. Don’t make me 
drive to that McDonalds on College Town 
Drive with rats in the parking lot just to get 
my Diet Coke caffeine high. 

Long live the queen. 
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Purchasing a six-pack of Diet Pepsi just to take this photo is hopefully the last time | will ever 
have to purchase Diet Pepsi or Pepsi in general. 
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